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5.2.1.1     Driving Eligibility Certificates

  

  

I.              Lose Control/Lose Your License

  

  

Any student, subject to N.C.G.S. Chapter 20-11 who is expelled, suspended for more than ten
(10) consecutive days, or assigned to an alternative educational setting for more ten (10)
consecutive days will have their driver's license or permit suspended for one (1) year for any of
the following offenses:

  

  

1.             The possession or sale of an alcoholic beverage of an illegal control substance on
school property;

  

2.             the bringing, possession, or use on school property of a weapon or firearm that
resulted in disciplinary action under G.S. § 115-390.10 or that could have resulted in that
disciplinary action if the conduct had occurred in a public school; and

  

3.             the physical assault on a teacher or other school personnel on school property.
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Any student who was subject to disciplinary action for the above referenced offenses when
those offenses occurred either after the first day of July before the school year in which the
student enrolled in the eighth grade or after the student's 14th birthday, whichever event
occurred first, is subject to this policy.

  

  

The principal, or his/her designee shall not issue a driving eligibility certificate to a student who
has been expelled, suspended for more than ten (10) consecutive days, or assigned to an
alternative educational setting for more than ten (10) consecutive days for any of the above
offenses within one (1) year of the date of misconduct unless the school administrator
determines that the student has exhausted all administrative appeals connected to the
disciplinary action and that one of the following conditions is met:

  

  

1.             the student conduct resulting in disciplinary action occurred before the student
reached the age of 15, and the student is now at least 16 years old.

  

2.             the student conduct resulting in disciplinary action occurred after the student reached
the age of 15 and it is at least one year after the date the student exhausted all administrative
appeals connected to the disciplinary action.

  

3.             the student needs the certificate in order to drive to and from school, a drug or alcohol
treatment counseling program as appropriate, or a mental health treatment program, and no
other transportation is available.
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A student whose permit or license is denied or revoked due to ineligibility for a certificate under
this policy may otherwise be eligible for a certificate if, after six months from the date of the
ineligibility, the school administrator determines that one of the following conditions is met:

  

  

1.             the student has returned to school or has been placed in an alternative educational
setting, and has displayed exemplary student behavior;

  

2.             the disciplinary action was for the possession or sale of an alcoholic beverage or an
illegal controlled substance on school property and the student subsequently attended and
successfully completed a drug or alcohol treatment counseling program approved by the
Superintendent. 

  

  

Exemplary behavior is defined as the student having no further incidents of misconduct where
expulsion, suspension, or an assignment to an alternative setting is required and includes no
violations of local school board policies such as attendance, dress codes, or other behaviors
that may result in disciplinary action against the student.

  

  

  

  

II.            Dropping Out of School Prior to Age 18 or Not Making Adequate
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Academic Progress

  

  

State law also provides for the revocation of a student's drivers permit or license if a student
under 18 years of age fails to enroll in school, drops out of school, or fails to make to adequate
academic progress towards obtaining a high school diploma or its equivalent. At the end of each
semester, students not passing 70% of the maximum possible courses shall be identified.  The
principal or his or designee shall notify the student's parents that the student is not making
adequate academic progress and inform them that they have the option of submitting a
hardship request to the principal or the principal's designee in order to maintain the student's
driving eligibility status.
 
A substantial hardship means a demonstrable burden on the student or the student's family as
evidenced by circumstances such as the following:

  

  

a.     the parent is unable to drive due to sickness or other impairment and the student is the
only person of driving age in the household;

  

b.     the student requires transportation to and from a job that is necessary to the welfare of the
student's family and the student is unable to obtain transportation by any means other than
driving;

  

c.     the student has been unable to attend school due to documented medical reasons, but the
student is demonstrating the ability to maintain progress towards obtaining a high school
diploma.
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